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MONUMENTAL FIGURES.

WHOLFSALE DRY GOODS INTEREST

MARKS THE CLIMAX IN GREATER
N‘E“’-YO‘RR COMMERCIAL
AND INDUSTRIAL WELFARE—

£40,000,000,000  ANNUALLY.

CITY'8

————m—

FVERY PEPARTMENT SHOWSE A TOWERING PR

EMINENCE ovaRr  ALL
TRADE CEXTRES, TAREN IN COMBIN A-
THAT BAFTLE
MANT

OTHER AMERICAN
CION —STATIETIOS
COMPRENTENSION
FACTURE AND IMPORTS
CONTRMAND  IN
NEW-YORK.

warelinase

or New-York, the offies and

(¢ H
of America, the Pagdad of the West! Here
trade oo v and radiales, and here the
gost omtinuous elink of money s heard this
world, Afro-

gide of London, the bhank of the
pais in fizures aver that the gross sum of the
\ de f8 forty thouzand milllons a year,

actions of forty-seven

the total v

other oitler of the couniry is twonly thousand
piitons,  Perhaps thila aehlevment in ciphering
produess nothiing but a hiur on tie oongclous-
< of the layman. and pernaps the state-
st f=n't true. Bat whether tho agpregate
trade Is forty or four billions, the result of
rarleoms f¢ that N York, ne the handler

O

wributor of what s produesd in Ameriea
t of that which {s brought here from other
i two out of three, New-
each of the viher trade
= of the connt mding Chicago, Phila-
4. Boston, Paltimore, St Louts, Cincin-
ean Francisco aud thirty-nine other cities
yave more than 20,000 population each, are

I

ants, £t T RS

twi 1ol TS

; s af one integer. Indeed, New-York Is
g0 i1 related with every part of the coun-
trv and with the exchanges and mannfactures
of every sub-centre that to geparate thelr trade

from the trade of New-York is like taking a
part from the whole. To the extent that they
gather the products of thelr contributory terri-

torics and tribute them again within their
territnries they are Indepondent of the greater
¢ity. If they wish to send anything abroad, or
if 1} wish to market a product fn all other

« Gf the country, they do two-thirds or three-
3 1 of New-York.

in some detafl the drygoods trade
merfca and sea how four-fifthe of all the
prints, woollens, silks, linens and faney fabrics,
mada or imperted into the United States, are
201 in New-York. This ts the primary Ameri-
can market for textiles of all kKinds, Those who
buv elzsawhere seldom buy at first hands The
majority of the great textile producers do not
sell a dollar's worth of their product dirsctly
They have no eelling department, no mer an-
They reach thi 1

puhlie salely
k honses, that handle
mills, andl

tile organization
throueh the great New-Yi
tn bulk the praduct of many
{hese great houses are to all intents first hands,
are equly-

and in thelr relations to the pulile
&lent to produeers.  Those who buy in Now-
York buy from these houses, the primary
gources of supply. Thosze who huy eleewhere, as=
& general thing, bay from the customers of
these houses, \
Works engaeed In cotton manufactures accor d-
fng to the census of 180 numbered 1,000, The
ml;.'.t.-;} jnvested was WL 20,843, They oper-
ated 14.088,103 spindles amd 324.866 looms, vield-
fur a product yvearly of S0 081.724. In wonllen
manufactures thers wore 9480 estahlishments,
with S206.49.451 capltal, operating 008G 240
sdles and turning out an annual product of
- *¢R 824, The eombined value of the two
industries was SG05,750.548 New-York's
ation tn these totals was trifiing, as only
mneern of importance in these Hnes, a car-
st factory, exists in New-York.
vet 7H per cent of these producta were dis-
trituted by agencleg within the Hmits nf Worth,
.rid. Thomas and Franklin sts. The powers

Lot
thert control 50 per cent of the mill productive
forres of the ecountry. “The Dry Goods Chron-
fole.” in commenting on this fact, gald:

“11 {s not elalmed that of the capital Invested

tn text'le manufacturing 50 per cent i= held In

New-Yark, but a much more important claim
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would probably show that the present fndelited-
nesa of the manufacturing Interests to the sell-
Ing houres of New-York for advances 1s not far
ghort of ope-half of thele capltallzation. The
Importanes of a market holding such a4 power as
this, to say nothlng of Ite stock-holding Inter-
eats, cannot be overestimated. It makes the
New-York merchante paramount in the dlapoel-
tlon of merchandise, and as they are alwayve
working under the Incentlve to realles agalnst

thelr advances selling houses are alwaya af- |
pportunities as olther citles |

fording buyers such
have not the power to afford.”

There are same textile products which are al-
maost entiroly sold by New-York houses to the
oxelusion of cther eltles or Qlrect bhusiness Ly the

mits, Thiz Is purticularly the case with printed
eotton goads. Probably not more than 1 per
eent of the printed cotton fabries used in this
| vountry reachss the copsumer without having
fAret heen put upon the market in New-York.
In dress goods of the gingham sort the per-

FPRESBYTERIAN CHURCHL SUH-AVE.,

centage s not much larger.

Single comnuiErton houses in New-York make
yearly eales of S20,000,000,  One #uch hous:
controls 0 per cent of the weaving of cotton
goods fu the State of Malne and mportant mills
In Massachusetts. The one house keeps going
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vards of Ingraln carpeting a dny.  But Pilla-
delphin sends her carpeta to New-York to find
Luyers,

Now-York sells fourteen-fifteenths of the stk
used In Amerfen, the domestie produet of which
Is estimated by Briton Richardsen, secretary
of the Bllk Associntipn of America, at $100,000,-
000 in value. Charles F. Homer, writing In “The
Dry Goods Feonomist,' says that the United
States 1s second only to France In the quality of
the eilk goods produesd. Paterson, N. J, the
Lyons of Amerlea, sells her gross product In
New-York, and so do the silk mills of Phil-
Hprburg, Faston, Allentown, Mauch Chunk,
Wilkesbarrs, Reading and Harrisburg, in the
Pepnsyivania coal country.

The purpose of some mapufacturers In Tion-
eating in & coal-producing country s In find-
ing there the kind of labor they uge. The labor
required In sitk mills is of the lightest sort for
the most part, and glrls, women and boys are
most s o to many ofeits requlrements.

In the coal reglims, where the rough waork of
mining prochudes the women and girls from gain-
Ing thelr livelihood as the men do, the silk mill
gives them the deslred opportunity.

The making of thread constitutes a great In-
dustry. The cotton, lUnen and #llk thread fac-
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IRVINGG SAVINGS
K000 of the 1TLOND,000 gpindles in the country.
Another firm Hs with 16000 Ioors
and 500,000 spindles in them The jiro-
duce all « [ 1 goods from coarss
Lrown to fine-co

What has heett ¢
ing power of News-
Interesta of the couniry is ag true
len manufactures,  Probably the matter o
advances, the command s greater. The making

rtnKecn

finanees mi
milis

e g

poet 1o the controlls
houges over the cotton

of the wonl-

'

WK

in

of woollen gnods is mure freque ntly unds

by small coneerns and capli
the manufacture of eotton goods, and the ne-
cessity of an agent wenlthy enough 1ocarryy
ctocks In the course of distribution Js greater

lists than

sl

in consequence
New-York distributes
etocks, and bears the burden hotween the
of productlon— gsometimes earlier—and the paye
ment of acepunts by buyers In every branch
of the wonollen tripde New-York money
+ and New-York golls the product
that New-York
sradé is zo onovmous. 1t fe the

kot for Fall River and Dristol County,

rer eent of these

il

rime

nlls the

machines
it comes

Ay

the

about
primary ning-
Muas=a,,

BETWEEN 117TH AND 12TH 813
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¢an b made, and that {s that the financlal ald | with capitalized ar 3
afforded by the many lare commissic houses | valui of twlee that sum, the produoce of
12 pecossary 1o 1he continuous and surccezsful | pearly onesguascie) af the cotton B I ol the

operation of fully that pereentage of the Indus-

ir!

manufarctur-
large enonuxh

“Thaye are comparntively fewn
Ing coneerps with surplus capital
ta enable them o hear the cost of thelr products
betwesn the time they leave the loomes and the
time they ave pald for by the purchaser. The
great majority are In need of some Ggency to
earey them over such an Interval even in the
best of simes. In such a year ae the country haa
Just pageed through they are absolutely Ade-
pendent for existence upon 1t. In New-York
st agency is found, and hardly anywhere olse.

“If complete fAigures could be gathered they

1o be exact, X228 per oent

T'nited States, or,

and tiaKes

New-York Is the primary markel
the produet of Providenes and the Blackstone
Valley, with it L2G1000 spindles, From Provi-
dence 1o Worcester, forty-four miles, | alimost
one continuous town. The whole valley is ons
continuous hive of Industry. The product amnes
to New-York far sale and forms purt of the drey-
goods trade of the city, New-York Is the pri-

mary matket for the cotton mills of the South
as well as of the cotton mills of New-Engi nd

Phlladelphia has 3000 of the 4 SO0 hgrain care
pet looms In the Unlted States. Philndelphio
hae a capacity for turning out nearly 200,000

2 M

BANK RUILDING.

tories have a eapital of 827000000, They glve
employment

ner, ir., vire-

iHHY workers,
e=ldent of Barbour

1o
Rros' Com-

| pany, Paterson, N. J. estimates In “The Dy
| Gooids Feonomilst”™ that the yearly produet s
| from S22000000 10 L0000, Five-sixths of
this produet b= marketed by the wholesalers of
New-York., This is the primary market,

The anaivsis of the whalesale drygoods trade

of New-York might be carried Into 0ty other
\

in departments; shawle, lace eortaing, knit
| goods, nnderwear gloves, hats and caps, et

| with the same results,

tentha of the gross product of the TTnlted

tu
S ¢ I% sold in New-York: that buyers ejse-
where $n Amerlea buy for the most part of

| second hands
Fanl, ta Galyveston, to
1.y ralles,

l From New-York to 8t
spokane Palls, Is a long distance
1,800 miles, 2500 miles. For merchants to come
tor Now-York means long journeys, detachment
i 1 vu pnd woeeks=s of hotel bills in

thi in the Polted Stiteas,

In every Important

1 husiness,

highest priced places

re who are

trittary terri-

\ fire w
comtending for the aile of their
ne of these wholesalers search for

fnsegt comtact with the gourees of
cappiy, and b anse of that thes
! in part denied to the

falliers are in
nave u|-p|-[r||n|.
¥ in

wholesal

ith ftfee, The reason lug miake expen.
dve trips from every wheredn the U'nited States
1o New-York s beecause it payse them to come
They cian buy more ¢ heaply here, or, If they stay
| at home, mors caply of the traveling agent of

the New-York houses

the source of suppl;
s than thele

Firsi cholee, REATOEES Lo

to buy @t ls

for LMK

inetant ad Gf thoney, if he g overst weked, If
the Senson I8 ypekward, if he thinks that siyles
will change amd lis stok depreclate, the manu-
tuotuler gooks o vass wyer in one of the big
ponsges, He wanta 1o make a quick tuin. Cash
in New-York mean vash Eilsewhere cash 18

fore than that, noae

from ten to thirty dayas. B

Alfred R Tur- |

That s, from two-thirds |

tory. f

T-‘t"- \ Americia.  Hetallers of the slope
weet of the Hook canvassed by Portland
and San Francisen, Th astern slope |8 cove
ored by the stlesmen of Denver and Omaha. the
sl e distance hy Kansas Clity, &1, Paul, Minne-
apaliz, Detrolt anid Milwankee, while St Louls,
Chleago and Cinelnnatl re weh ot Tor trade far
Bt r ta the West,

Y ant Jubhing and speclalty houses of
Now-York sall as much Arvigonds, twiee as muoch,
us the hhors of all thes and all other
J ve i the Unlted States combined,  Some of
it vl or thies times at wholo- |
< . ¢ mella iy first And this, as
haa Leon indicated, 15 hecauks N w-York fa the

st depot and central stributing  polnt of
vperiean  textile  Interssts,  The  New-York

g ofter e ohines

value the Btod f manuficturess or lmporters

whe want 1o turny them at one Intn cush

Fviry Euch manufacturer knows that he can |

@iyt any ol ol i dogen houges and get a check
ANOLINNY G ST If he 15 In

of the large housss In other citles are sure out-
leta, Conditlons limit them.

One New-York house this year has bought In a
bunch 50000 worth of silk handkerghiefs of
one kind, Another house took E200,000 worth
of ginghams in one Jday, at auction. he same
house the next day took the entire product of
another mil “The Drygoods Chronleis,” in
commenting on this class of facts, says:

“After & couple of weeks lotter-writing to dis-

L.

tant firms, the importer or manufactursr who

Httle jags of his best gonds to a dozen different
houses, hasn't got his cash, and has about half
his goods still on his hande, He
cludes that the next time he will make a bigger
diseount and sell the lot fn a lump in New-
York"™

The reason why New-York Jobbers are bolder,
stronger, quicker buyvera at the sources of sup-
ply than those of other cltles s not that they
more nerve or more money than thelr competl-
tors, but beeause they have a far larger outlet,
New-York jobbers can reallze guickly. Within
i lemile radius are 1000000 of people, and,
beyand, the contlnent., Dwependent on the New-
York market as a source of supply, the Weatern
Jobbers know that In a polley requiring constant
large purchases at low prices, for cash, they
cannot compete on even terms with New-York,

New-York jobhers trade on narrow margins,
hecausge such a polley glves immediate ontlet to
Immense guantitiea of goods that would not
maerwlse move.

There are no lmits hut those of the continent
to New-York's dryvgoods trade. Drawing cus-
tomerr from a limited territory, the wholesale
merchants of other ¢itles can buy only what
the tastes of the people of those territorles ap-
prove, New-York houses can buy anything that
any section of the eountry can use, because rll
sectlons New-York's customers. It is for
this reason that New-York jobhers command
the sources of production and market the pro-
duct of 1000 mills in bulk.

New-York has its great general houses, and
thaose In less degree ather oltics have, ton, But
New-York has {ts gpeciallsts by the thousand,
and these speclallists other citles have not, One
of these great the largest in
New-York, a dealer in rugs and Orfental novel-
tieg, carries SZONNLINN pn stock, #% many as
200000 eazea of full packages at a time, This
house has agents all over the world, and s
without a rival in London, Paris or Vienna,

These specinlists have to do with the dry-
goods manufacturss of New-York. This I8 the
most important manufacturing city In Americw,
a faect that = not often considered in thinking
of the commerce of the great oity., Philadel-
phia 18 thonght of a8 a ety of artlzans, Pliga-
burg as the chief worker in lron, Chicago as the

wiaely cane-

are

spectal  houses,

manufacturer of food produocts Wha ever
thinks of New-York as o manufacturing ity ?

New-York has no great fvon induastey, no
rpent wonllen and cotton factorivs, no immense
packing-housss, but s annual manufactures
are vatued according to the consas at STTT 00, -
(NN This fe ST more than Chicago's
anntunl manufactiares, SO0 more  than

Philndelphia, and three times a much as Bos-
ton or St T
There are probably 2,000 firms In the city who
«drygonds gpecialties, nov-
gaods and articles de Paris
e the fmporting commission dry-
da Interest with that of any other city is not
. hecause no other clty has any to speak
sNew-York is the channel through which
foreien goods flow into the United States. In
none of the clties of the winld can houses simi-
Ty to New-York's eommission importing houges
he found except In Buenos Ayres, Rio Ja-
netrn, Hong Kong and Toklo, where a few
houses have a Hmited field of action.

In Europe the English and eontinental manu-
facturers geck thelr home trade direct, To do
g0 In thig enuntry would result In an added ex-
pense that would make the gowds unsaleable In
ipettion with domestic-made goode or pro-

[

hibitlve to the consumer. To rench the mars
ket withont direct assing, the fmportant
manufacturers have eatablished agencies in

New-York, The concentratlon of these agenefes
in Individual hands has bullt up the great im-
porting comminsion houses,

These houses buy no goods.  They repregent
the manufacturers, and to all intents, so far
as the huvers are concerped, are the manu-
facturers,  In dealing with them buyers deal
with first hands, These houses though they do
not huy goods, make laree advances on Cons

stenment, and require large capital. They guar-
antee the manufaciurers agalpst bad debts Tho=
mestic manufactures have placed buginess in
the hands of the importing honses (o the #xtent
of RO a0 vear. The ddr widds fmporta-
tirng of New-York for the yvear that has
ended. according to the Treasury report,
sxd on =S4t This sunt, with the dutles, mikes
aegregate of at least SEELOINLINKY for IEATH

true of Switzerland, and particularly

tand, Austria and Belgium

Hesldes the departmient houses  that carry
gtock, of which there are fweniy or thirty In
the vity, there are several hundred forelen g

cialty housges which coanfine themselves th one

ar two lines of gonis The class of gomds
‘ hapndled by these congerns inoludes the entire
range of dryeoods production from a button

a fintshod costums

o
| The following talle, showing the values of jm-
partations of textiles jnto New-York foom 1540

Lo TSN I.|:-1l1.-l'.--. shows how dependent on for-

wants to make n quick turn finds he has sold |

What amount of capltal moved thls enormons
business? Nobody knows. A capital or a credit
af probably  a ST 00D, These colossal
facts are only a part of the sum of New-York
commerelal supremacy.

How many persans does this enormous dry -
gooda business engage” Nobody Knows accur-
ately, but it i estimated that 50,000 clerks, sales-
men, bookkeepers, porters and teamsters are in
it.

el
CLOTHING MANUPACTURES,

In any conslderation of the econditions affect-
Ing the clothing trade, it s necessary to take into
pecount some of the phages that are usually 1t-
tle thought of by the general public.  Among
these phases is the constant changing of fash-
jons. New stocks must he manufactured, not
only for each year's trade, but for the trade of
el Beason. ’

During the last few years the character of the

LI:I.J‘IE it
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York la the centre, by the way—amounts 17 &
little less than the enormous sum of 300,000,000,

The trade furnishes employment (o over 150,-
(M) people In Greater New-York, 5

The gentleman aliuded to places the number
of fallures in the elty at about fifteen or fwenty,
and he regards the unsultable and unseasonable
weather of the present year as the chlef factor
that has caused the disasters. He bhelieves that
palities have had nothing to do with the fallures,
which have all been small. and it I the small
manufacturers who are the calamity howlers,
They have very little money at thelr dispossl,
and there seems to Lo a prevalling Impression
among them that the season Is golng to opesn
very late, and very few are willing to take any
chanees, fearing that what little judgment they
have might prove unrellable.  The hesltaney
that 1y show in purchasing or manufacturing

COTTON

clothing Industry has changed In a verw pro-
nounced manner Formerly, the well-dressed
man patronized the merchant tailor exclusively.
Now one can obtaln a perfectly fitting suit or
avercoat ready made, and at a cost much less
than is charged when the work Is done hy the
fashionable merchant tailor

FPeaple nowadavs do not have to visit Baxter:
g, or the Bowery to obtain cheap clothes, Thera
are scores of great egtahlishmentz on Broadway
and other important thoroughfares where cloth-
ing s sold that Is both cheap and good.

Even the ready-mads eclothing of to-day s
many times cheaper than similar gosds were
formerly, for which there I2 an abundance of
reasons

“Oipe of the causes of the present low price of
the nf contldence thronghout

clothing Is lavk

| the entire country,” remarked one of the largest

an
In the forelgn dreygoods dmporting Inisiness
Take for example the French aextiles W hera
can ano Ame v et the ribhons of =t th
monid. the knit & g of Troves, the cottons of
Lille, the fair taces of Caudry and alals
the gloves of Grenoble, and the woollens I
dan execpt in New-York? The same a

manufacturers a day or
Continuing, he “The peeuliar
taetics resorted 1o the Administra-
tlon at Washington, agchanes of a confllet with
Spaln, Grover's duck hunting, and uncertalnty
as to just what the next Admintstration s going
to do about the tardf guestion, are conditions

Broadway clothing
salil:

hy present

| that have demoralized the trade

saaow, with this uncertainty and distrust, com-
merclal prosperity seems as far off as it was he-
fore the election of Mr. McKinley. We belleve
that he will do the country much more good by
allowing the wheels of legislation to revolve In
resular order than Ly putting them to a greater
spen] than usual. Congress should be allowed

R i L=
it =
-

=2t b il

NEW COLEMELA COLLEGE

the vXpan-
o tardff:
\ f

milig this couptry Was Bt ore

alen .
of horpe indgusiries wnder oo protectiy

Elon

stie muanufncture under

The expanston of alaim
| i.n:l' I”m g the s period of decades is
n by the suhloin d census figures of the
production i staple lines only in the United

Mintes

1870

ARG NT

Totals s.u-I D, 2T BN TITA O SR AN T
The total volume af the drvgoods trade, m-
ported and domestic, of New-York, 18 estimated
by ““The Dry Goods Chronlele” at $1,500,000,000,

LIBRRARY
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ON MORNINGSEIDE HEIGHTS,
ta take its own time, and then shoulder all the
responsibility eoncerning tatlfl legislation. Thus
the commercial world will know just where it
s golng to stand for a yvear or so at least,

“8top all this talk of the tarlff and of war for
the present, and 1ot us get down to work, and
hurry up prosperity

The great majority of clothing manufacturers,
however, see g good time coming, and no break-
wrs to speak of ahead.

Ope manufacturer, who 12 the senior member
of @ firm that employs about 5000 hands, says
that while the apring trade cannot he sald to
have fairly begun, the present indications are
that (0 will e more than gowd, and may even
reach the standard of 1892, which was the most
glorlons and prosperoits vear for more than a
Aecude;

Even at the present moment, he claims, prices
are falr and remunerative, and he sees no reason
why there should be grumbling or complaining.
This, he says, i the undivided opinfon of the en-
tire trade, with the exception of a handful of old
grumblers who are never satisfied with any-
thing

This same gentleman estimates that the cap-
ital Invested In the clothing trade In this elty
alone amounts to much more than 220,000,000
per annum, that the product amounts to about
SRO.0G0,000, and that the caplial Invested In the
business lhmuﬂmm the country—of which New-

EXCHANGE,

an¥iHing is embarrassing to themselves znd the
trade generally.

.\:‘.:‘.wr gontleman attributes the cheapness
of c1dhing to the poor conditlon of trade d
the lnst twelye maonths, to the unloading of 8t
left over from jast season at whatever price it
would bring on the market, hut ehiefly to the
admigsion fnto thig country of fres wool.

All the members of the oldest established
elothing firm in the clty stoutly declarad that
the outlonk for a first-class scagon was never
hetter, and that all thelr salesmen on the road
are sending in good reports and numerous large
orders, One salesman who hag heen in the em-
ploy of the house for the last fifteen vears, sent
in his largest order during all that period yes-
terday. Thev said also that everything indl-
eates the return of progperity throughout the
ecountey. They have every reason to helieve that
about F12S000000 worth of trade will be the
amount of business accomplished by the cloth-
ing manufacturers throughout the country this
gpring, and about the same amount in the fail.

Some six or seven other very well-known
Broadway manufacturers all gave satizfactory
reports, and appear to have hright hopes for
the futtire, They helisve that the darkest daye
of the trade are about over, and they can see
naugh! but brightness in view,

The publisher of a periodical devoted to the
interest of the trade could see nothing but dariks
ness ahead. When informed what glowing re=
ports the manufaciturers had heen glving out, ho
pepliad: “Oh, ves, they are endeavoring to put
nn happy faces to Keep up courage, and give
things o happy outlook, hut mark my words, the
fig 1= abont up for about 85 per cont of the trada
in this city. The manufacturers are virtually
manufacturing gonds to order only, and if they
eould anly keep the game up for a few months
they might manage to weather the gale some-
what by wiping out the over-production which
i one of the maln causes of the present state
of affairs,

The average manufacturer refuses to be Ine
teryviewed, for the very good reason that he I8
afraid the true state of his husiness may leak
nd show how very near death he is finan-
clally, Trade ls in 2 most deplorable condition
in every way. COnapital is exhausted, and we
have suffered more than any other Industry in
the United States from over-production and from
cheap tailors, who manufacture suits for £4 or
from gonds that cost them ) eents & yard, but
the eonsumers are reaping the harvest, and are
recelving more for their money than they could
get in any other part of the world."”

The vice-president of the Clothlers' Assocl
tion states that the trade Is doing quite well,
and that business will be booming within ane
ather month, and will eontinye to hold second
place among the great industries of this mighty
metropolis.

— __,.‘____.__
LACE CURTAINS,

Less than a dozen years ago every palr of
tace curtalng sold In thix eountry was imported
from England. To-day there are a dozen mills
and 150 lace-making machines in the United
States, These machines represent an invested
capltal of more than LS00, and turn out
at a rough estimate about 3000000 pairs of
lace curtains annually.

The firms controlling thess mills and thete
enormous products, together with the firms who
handle all the lace curtalns imported from Fue
rope, have thelr headguarters In New-York
They have their offices in the very heart of the
drvgoonds district, and their yearly business foots
up to millions of doliars,

The introduction of lace-making marchines in
America. and the natural competition which
tollowed, have worked a revolution in the lace-
curtain industry, It has Inerensed the volume
of business to an enormous extent, although
cutting the standard prices almost in half has
made the manufacture of lace curtains more
profitable than ever. As a matter of course,
the public has reaped (ts share of the benefit,
Twenty vears ago curtains, even of the cheaps
est grades, wera expensive. To-day a dollae
will buy a palr of curtains that & few Yeamm
ago would have cost flve times that amoumt.
And in the opinton of consgsrvative men, who
are In a position to know, the prices will he still
lower when eertain additions and improvements
to the existing plants are perfected. Although
the industry naturally suffered during the ree
cont dull times, the heads of the leading cue
tain houses In this city say that they are more
than satlsfled with the outlook and anticipate &
blg revival in the trade during the next month

“Paw people understand the dificulties and
risks of manufacturing lace curtains,” sald the
head of one of the leading firms, “Indeed, there
are few people who have even the remotest ldea
of how lace curtains are made. To begin with,
the modern curtalo-making machine is simply




